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Stories from the Field

From purpose-driven youth leaders in Cambodia, to communities across
Grenada and Sierra Leone, this edition of Stories from the Field highlights
what’s possible when we unite for a brighter future.

Happy reading!

Programs Powering Greater Impact

As someone who has supported our journey to illuminate futures, you know
the life-changing power of energy access.

Now, SolarBuddy is evolving how we deliver that power. 

We’re growing our regionally focused programs, designed to respond
directly to the needs of communities experiencing energy poverty. We’re
also expanding our program delivery, providing families with more
education opportunities, livelihood activities, and improved health
outcomes through clean, reliable energy solutions. 
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Youth-Led Impact in Cambodia

Programs Powering Greater Impact

You’ll also see more clarity, flexibility, and connection to the impact you
make possible. Whether you support a whole region, a specific country, or a
local project, your contribution will be even more visible, targeted and more
powerful than ever.

At SolarBuddy, we’re deeply committed to ensuring every contribution,
whether it’s a generous donation, or a corporate investment, creates lasting
impact where it’s needed most. 

Your support powers real change: lighting up lives, supporting children’s
education, and building stronger, more resilient communities across the
globe. Together, we’re not just gifting light — we’re illuminating futures.

Explore our Programs

Karen students holding up their new JuniorBuddy lights

https://email.email.solarbuddy.org/c/eJxskktTuzwUxj8N2elAuC-yKLaxvhXHXu3rhglJgJSQYAi0_fb_0bpyuj3nmec5lx8tBEOX5qOty133NTQRs68473c-YKhKy8jjEWC6I0Ih3hEhHwctiSlHxq6P2tS_vUKfFTdDI_rCXnuOpKbECn2rM8CRF4dB4EdxGIEfm6Ljw0Bq_p2-t2FQHzfiSb25Sate4-Pb_lf1Y6Ztww3gahJGq44ri3qj2Ui_A0CDqtiNXUpDlngpC70yTCLGY1pWHiSMxxAIBF0YuokbQt-HfvQYllUVJpR6rEogY64TuHd3k6ixth8cf-ZA7EDMtCKW_1E5EANJi9u8QlluFJFoD_HAng_t0UufZ-__VwpGlf1q1pedEuN8OmVUvGwklXkbLx2Y0cNpSettpvHWgbiHWTqfQ7Jqo23QLIbdqzebZ_3mky7G51XMZZJ_LLrUH1pzFeXSLLbVtFTrZD06EGMYXFXKtHQgPqno5EA8rqEvDkE20fi_JwzDZsXwS77L9ket8guTeahrslmUTz2-5P3BgTg5v3-9pVXSfJaHFyD1DyX12dtcDvI9u65mJ7eM6LrrQMdtoxkivQC90ZNg3CDJCaNaKU6tNsCglit1dQL3z3kHPRrKb1g9iGF6OGvTcgMs4ra4Pd1-k1TcDbaI6q64S-6E4L8AAAD__4Sg-h4
https://email.email.solarbuddy.org/c/eJxskstuuzwUxJ8Gdq3AXAILL0ITN_1SqubafN0gsA_gYGxqDCRv_1earqpuzxnNaEY_mnGGL_VHUxX79quvQ2ZeSdrtPZvhMi5CF0KbqTbnEkObc_HYK5HrYmDs-qh09fPL1CRB9zXvMnPtAAtFc8PV_c5swO4s8H0vnAWh_W2TtdD3eQW39IMJ_Oq05U_yzYka-To7vR1-VN9mytSgbZAj10q2IA3utGIDvQXYNQ4BvCicAThe6QZFGXuQQxlQt3Bjxy0jm2PkoMCJnAB5HvLCx6AoyyCi1GVlhBhzLN_5s5vAtTFdb3lzCxELkWmafkksRCowD1yOSozALES6XJufKXoLEVvQ7F6FSwNa5gIfEOnZ87E5ufHz_P3_UqKwNF_15rKXfFiM54Tyl62gIm1mKwsl9Hhe0WqXKLK72aMkXixQvm7CnV8v-_2rO18k3faTLofn9QxElH4s29jrG33lxUovd-W4kptoM1iIEORfZcyUsBA5y_BsITJskMePfjLS2X9PBAX1mpGXdJ8cTkqmFybSQFX5dlk8deSSdkcLkWh6_3qLy6j-LI4vtlDfAFWTu70cxXtyXc_PThHSTdvaLZhaMZx33O60GjkDjQXkjCopgRqlbY0bkPJq-c6v5Xs1aAp34h54Pz5MSjegbYPBZHcezA2y7M9gg6lqsz-hHjH6FwAA___AFgRN
https://email.email.solarbuddy.org/c/eJxskktTuzwUxj8N2elAuC-yKLaxvhXHXu3rhglJgJSQYAi0_fb_0bpyuj3nmec5lx8tBEOX5qOty133NTQRs68473c-YKhKy8jjEWC6I0Ih3hEhHwctiSlHxq6P2tS_vUKfFTdDI_rCXnuOpKbECn2rM8CRF4dB4EdxGIEfm6Ljw0Bq_p2-t2FQHzfiSb25Sate4-Pb_lf1Y6Ztww3gahJGq44ri3qj2Ui_A0CDqtiNXUpDlngpC70yTCLGY1pWHiSMxxAIBF0YuokbQt-HfvQYllUVJpR6rEogY64TuHd3k6ixth8cf-ZA7EDMtCKW_1E5EANJi9u8QlluFJFoD_HAng_t0UufZ-__VwpGlf1q1pedEuN8OmVUvGwklXkbLx2Y0cNpSettpvHWgbiHWTqfQ7Jqo23QLIbdqzebZ_3mky7G51XMZZJ_LLrUH1pzFeXSLLbVtFTrZD06EGMYXFXKtHQgPqno5EA8rqEvDkE20fi_JwzDZsXwS77L9ket8guTeahrslmUTz2-5P3BgTg5v3-9pVXSfJaHFyD1DyX12dtcDvI9u65mJ7eM6LrrQMdtoxkivQC90ZNg3CDJCaNaKU6tNsCglit1dQL3z3kHPRrKb1g9iGF6OGvTcgMs4ra4Pd1-k1TcDbaI6q64S-6E4L8AAAD__4Sg-h4
https://donate.solarbuddy.org/
https://email.email.solarbuddy.org/c/eJxskstuuzwUxJ8Gdq3AXAILL0ITN_1SqubafN0gsA_gYGxqDCRv_1earqpuzxnNaEY_mnGGL_VHUxX79quvQ2ZeSdrtPZvhMi5CF0KbqTbnEkObc_HYK5HrYmDs-qh09fPL1CRB9zXvMnPtAAtFc8PV_c5swO4s8H0vnAWh_W2TtdD3eQW39IMJ_Oq05U_yzYka-To7vR1-VN9mytSgbZAj10q2IA3utGIDvQXYNQ4BvCicAThe6QZFGXuQQxlQt3Bjxy0jm2PkoMCJnAB5HvLCx6AoyyCi1GVlhBhzLN_5s5vAtTFdb3lzCxELkWmafkksRCowD1yOSozALES6XJufKXoLEVvQ7F6FSwNa5gIfEOnZ87E5ufHz_P3_UqKwNF_15rKXfFiM54Tyl62gIm1mKwsl9Hhe0WqXKLK72aMkXixQvm7CnV8v-_2rO18k3faTLofn9QxElH4s29jrG33lxUovd-W4kptoM1iIEORfZcyUsBA5y_BsITJskMePfjLS2X9PBAX1mpGXdJ8cTkqmFybSQFX5dlk8deSSdkcLkWh6_3qLy6j-LI4vtlDfAFWTu70cxXtyXc_PThHSTdvaLZhaMZx33O60GjkDjQXkjCopgRqlbY0bkPJq-c6v5Xs1aAp34h54Pz5MSjegbYPBZHcezA2y7M9gg6lqsz-hHjH6FwAA___AFgRN
https://www.solarbuddy.org/get-involved/partnerships/
https://email.email.solarbuddy.org/c/eJxskk9zqywUxj-N7NpRVNQFi9iEpm9qp_l7896No4BKRLCImnz7O2266nQLzzy_c878aC4YvjZ_2ro8dB9Dg5h9JVl_8AHDVVIijyPAdFcIhXlXCPk4aFmYcmTs9qhN_f2X61lxMzSiz-2t51hqWlih7-8McOxFYRD4KAoR-KrJOz4MRc0_6UcbBvV5J57Umxu36jU6vx2_U19l2jbcAK4mYbTquLK4N5qN9BMAGhxViLqeD70gQiEPoY8SiKqCRi4K3KAMgcDQhaEbuyH0feijx7CsqjCm1GNVDBlzncD9dTeJG2v7wfEXDiQOJPM8_4g4kOjRPPRG16boBgcSIGl-n10oy40qJD5CMrDnU3v2kufF-_-VgqiyH832elBiXE6XlIqXnaQya6O1A1N6uqxpvU812TuQ9DBNlktYbFq0D5rVcHj1Fsu03_2lq_F5E3EZZ39WXeIPrbmJcm1W-2paq228HR1ICAxuKmFaOpBcFLo4kIxb6ItTkE40-u-JwLDZMPKSHdLjWavsymQW6rrYrcqnnlyz_uRAEs_vH29JFTd_y9MLkPrLmHr2dteTfE9vm8XFLRHddh3ouG00w0UvQG_0JBg3WPKCUa0Up1YbYHDLlbo5gfvj1IMeDeV3xR7EMD3M2rTcAIu5ze8C2E-r8l_BFlPd5b9aPGH4LwAA__8bTP09


SolarBuddy believes in supporting local leaders to make a global difference,
and through our Southeast Asia Program, a group of inspiring young leaders
from Cambodia are proving that age is no barrier to impact.  

We provided over 2,000 solar solutions to our long-standing distribution
partner, Cambodia Rural Students Trust, who joined forces with the Karen
Women’s Organisation to deliver JuniorBuddy and StudentBuddy devices to
displaced students from the Karen community living along the Thailand-
Myanmar border.  

For decades, the Karen community has endured systemic persecution,
armed conflict and displacement. Many families have sought refuge along
the Thailand–Myanmar border, only to face new challenges, including the
absence of basic services like electricity. 

Ten student leaders from Cambodia Rural Students Trust led this powerful
mission, navigating river crossings, pick-up truck rides, boat journeys, and
trekking through remote terrain to reach the schools.  

In addition to distributing solar solutions, the team also facilitated
educational workshops and Days for Girls menstruation kits, supporting
opportunities for learning, safety and dignity.  

With their new SolarBuddy devices, the community has:  

Improved educational opportunities through safe lighting after dark 
Enhanced health and wellbeing by reducing exposure to toxic fumes from
kerosene and candles 
Youth empowerment and leadership development, building skills and
confidence for future pathways 
Positive environmental impact, replacing polluting fuels with clean,
sustainable solar energy 
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https://www.solarbuddy.org/our-programs/southeast-asia-program/
https://www.cambodiaruralstudentstrust.org/
https://karenwomen.org/
https://karenwomen.org/
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Together, these young changemakers are lighting the way toward a
brighter future for all!

Watch their journey here

Students Equipped with JuniorBuddies in Sierra Leone

Student in Sierra Leone holding their JuniorBuddy and new school supplies

https://youtu.be/HxnSzhWOgbk?si=dfGHnnv6rrQicmXJ
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*https://trackingsdg7.esmap.org/country/sierra-leone

For many students in Sierra Leone, the setting sun once signalled the end of
learning for the day. 

In Sierra Leone, 64% of the population still live without access to electricity*.
Even where the grid exists, energy shortages and reliance on expensive,
polluting diesel fuel result in frequent power outages. This lack of reliable
energy deeply affects essential services like schools and healthcare facilities. 

SolarBuddy is working to change this reality through our partnership with
The Fig Tree Children. Together, we distributed JuniorBuddy lights to
students across Sierra Leone, and now they can continue their studies with
confidence and consistency, well beyond daylight hours.

The Fig Tree Children team distributing JuniorBuddies across Sierra Leone

https://email.email.solarbuddy.org/c/eJxskk1zgyoYhX-N7ppR_F6wiE1oetN0ms_mduMgoBIRLKCJ__5Omq7udAtnzjPnnYcUnMJb89nW5aH7Nk1M7Rva9IfApbDKythnsUtVh7mErMNczIwSWJcDpdNM6fr3r1BXybRpeF_YqWdQKIItV4936jLoJ1EYBnESxe5PTdExY3DN7vSjjcL6vOPP8t1LW_mWnN-Pv6mfMmUbpl0mR66V7Ji0sNeKDuQOcBuIY0ojBnCW4qTEceUzSgnJaOmHQQW81OUQeCDyUi8CQQCCeBaVVRWlhPi0SgGlnhN6f24TsLG2N04wdwByALIak5bL2tA6mTHT4f4ecwAiapBWTw5AhjOt8ZNgSjJXkOIxg0vLtMQCHgEy9OXUnv3sZf7xbyVBXNnvZns7SD4sxktO-OtOELFpk5UDcnK6rEi9zxXaOwD1IM8WC4DXbbwPm6U5vPnzRd7vvshyeFknTKSbz2WXBabVEy9XermvxpXcptvBAQiBcJIZVcIB6CLjiwPQsAUBP4X5SJJ_nhGImjVFr5tDfjwrublRsYlUjXfL8rlHt01_cgBKrx_f71mVNl_l6dUV6kee-urvbifxkU_r-cUrY7LtOrdjtlEU4p67vVYjp0xDwTAlSkpGrNKuhi2TcnJC739XN2rQhD1se-JmfLoq3TLtWshs8XDB3gUr_gRbSFRX_Cn0CMF_AQAA__-g8ANY
https://email.email.solarbuddy.org/c/eJxskjtzozAUhX8NdMmAeBcqTGzFWYdM_Iw3DSMkgWSERITA9r_fcZxqJ-29Z865j4-UgsIL_2ibatd9DTym9hUV_S5wKayzKvZZ7FLdYaEg67CQj4OW2FQjpddHbZqfXqnPipmBi760155BqQm2Qt_r1GXQT6IwDOIkit1vm7Jjw4Abdkvf2yhsjhvxpN68tFWvyfFt_6P6NtOWM-MyNQmjVceUhb3RdCS3AJdDL64y6kcZyOoEE8Bi36tjXPu1n9AkxNgVEHgg8lIvAkEAgvgxquo6SgnxaZ0CSj0n9H7dTUJubT84wcwByAHIclaLxhrGCBeSGqZuMgcgV5LyPrBQlhmFJdwDNNDnQ3v0s-fZ-99agbi2X3x92SkxzqdTTsTLRhJZtMnSATk5nJak2eYabR2AepBn8znAqzbehnwx7F792TzvN59kMT6vEibT4mPRZcHQmquolmaxraelWqfr0QEIgfCqMqqlA9BJxScHoHENAnEI84kkf54QiPiKopdil--PWhUXKotIN3izqJ56dCn6gwNQen7_esvqlH9WhxdX6m9MmrO_uRzke35dzU5eFZN117kds1xTiHvh9kZPgjIDJcOUaKUYsdq4BrZMqasTev_dd9CjIezO1YMYpoezNi0zroXMlvev2xtK5a_BFhLdlb-iO0HwLwAA__9s-_p4
https://email.email.solarbuddy.org/c/eJxskjtzozAUhX8NdMmAeBcqTGzFWYdM_Iw3DSMkgWSERITA9r_fcZxqJ-29Z865j4-UgsIL_2ibatd9DTym9hUV_S5wKayzKvZZ7FLdYaEg67CQj4OW2FQjpddHbZqfXqnPipmBi760155BqQm2Qt_r1GXQT6IwDOIkit1vm7Jjw4Abdkvf2yhsjhvxpN68tFWvyfFt_6P6NtOWM-MyNQmjVceUhb3RdCS3AJdDL64y6kcZyOoEE8Bi36tjXPu1n9AkxNgVEHgg8lIvAkEAgvgxquo6SgnxaZ0CSj0n9H7dTUJubT84wcwByAHIclaLxhrGCBeSGqZuMgcgV5LyPrBQlhmFJdwDNNDnQ3v0s-fZ-99agbi2X3x92SkxzqdTTsTLRhJZtMnSATk5nJak2eYabR2AepBn8znAqzbehnwx7F792TzvN59kMT6vEibT4mPRZcHQmquolmaxraelWqfr0QEIgfCqMqqlA9BJxScHoHENAnEI84kkf54QiPiKopdil--PWhUXKotIN3izqJ56dCn6gwNQen7_esvqlH9WhxdX6m9MmrO_uRzke35dzU5eFZN117kds1xTiHvh9kZPgjIDJcOUaKUYsdq4BrZMqasTev_dd9CjIezO1YMYpoezNi0zroXMlvev2xtK5a_BFhLdlb-iO0HwLwAA__9s-_p4
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From Conversations to Impact in Grenada

Young students smiling with their JuniorBuddies

Conversations spark change. Lena, the Founder of Lena Marshall Foundation,
spoke with parents across Grenada, Liberia and Sierra Leone who shared
their main concern that without electricity, their children must use their
parents’ mobile phone torch to study after dark. 

Informed by these conversations, SolarBuddy worked with the Lena Marshall
Foundation to distribute solar devices across Carriacou and Petite
Martinique, 2 of Grenada’s islands. These JuniorBuddy lights are now
helping students make the most of their time, supporting learning, safety
and brighter futures, without the shadow of darkness.

https://email.email.solarbuddy.org/c/eJxskklzgzgQhX8N3OICsfqgg4mtOOOQitd4cqGEFpAREhEC7H8_FTunqVy7u97r1_2RQlB4rT-bqjy0330dU_uG8u4QuBTyeRn7LHapbrFQkLVYyFmvJTblQOltpk312yv0pJjpa9EV9tYxKDXBVuhHnboM-kkUhkGcRLF7lyla1ve4Yj_uRxuF1XknntW7lzbqLTm_H3-n7mLa1sy4TI3CaNUyZWFnNB3Ij4Fbw9LjYZByjwCfhCDhkR_hyOclKb00TlPsCgg8EHmpF4EgAEE8i0rOo5QQn_IUUOo5ofdnNglra7veCRYOQA5A0zTNJFO4xaavsZRcD4rec86Ibh2AXEmKx-JCWWYUlvAIUE9fTs3Zn78sPv7lCsTcftfb60GJYTleMiJed5LIvEnWDsjI6bIm1T7TaO8A1IFsvlwCvGnifViv-sObv1hm3e6LrIaXTcJkmn-u2nnQN-YmyrVZ7fm4Vtt0OzgAIRDe1Jxq6QB0UfHFAWjYgkCcwmwkyT_PCET1hqLX_JAdz1rlVyrzSFd4tyqfO3TNu5MDUDp9fL_PeVp_ladXV-o7LtXk764n-ZHdNouLV8Zk27Zuy2ytKcSdcDujR0GZgZJhSrRSjFhtXAMbptTNCb3_3bnXgyHswdeT6MenSZuGGddCZovH9-0PUsWfxhYS3RZ_IjxC8F8AAAD__60f_YM
https://email.email.solarbuddy.org/c/eJxskklzgzgQhX8N3OICsfqgg4mtOOOQitd4cqGEFpAREhEC7H8_FTunqVy7u97r1_2RQlB4rT-bqjy0330dU_uG8u4QuBTyeRn7LHapbrFQkLVYyFmvJTblQOltpk312yv0pJjpa9EV9tYxKDXBVuhHnboM-kkUhkGcRLF7lyla1ve4Yj_uRxuF1XknntW7lzbqLTm_H3-n7mLa1sy4TI3CaNUyZWFnNB3Ij4Fbw9LjYZByjwCfhCDhkR_hyOclKb00TlPsCgg8EHmpF4EgAEE8i0rOo5QQn_IUUOo5ofdnNglra7veCRYOQA5A0zTNJFO4xaavsZRcD4rec86Ibh2AXEmKx-JCWWYUlvAIUE9fTs3Zn78sPv7lCsTcftfb60GJYTleMiJed5LIvEnWDsjI6bIm1T7TaO8A1IFsvlwCvGnifViv-sObv1hm3e6LrIaXTcJkmn-u2nnQN-YmyrVZ7fm4Vtt0OzgAIRDe1Jxq6QB0UfHFAWjYgkCcwmwkyT_PCET1hqLX_JAdz1rlVyrzSFd4tyqfO3TNu5MDUDp9fL_PeVp_ladXV-o7LtXk764n-ZHdNouLV8Zk27Zuy2ytKcSdcDujR0GZgZJhSrRSjFhtXAMbptTNCb3_3bnXgyHswdeT6MenSZuGGddCZovH9-0PUsWfxhYS3RZ_IjxC8F8AAAD__60f_YM
https://email.email.solarbuddy.org/c/eJxskklzgzgQhX8N3OICsfqgg4mtOOOQitd4cqGEFpAREhEC7H8_FTunqVy7u97r1_2RQlB4rT-bqjy0330dU_uG8u4QuBTyeRn7LHapbrFQkLVYyFmvJTblQOltpk312yv0pJjpa9EV9tYxKDXBVuhHnboM-kkUhkGcRLF7lyla1ve4Yj_uRxuF1XknntW7lzbqLTm_H3-n7mLa1sy4TI3CaNUyZWFnNB3Ij4Fbw9LjYZByjwCfhCDhkR_hyOclKb00TlPsCgg8EHmpF4EgAEE8i0rOo5QQn_IUUOo5ofdnNglra7veCRYOQA5A0zTNJFO4xaavsZRcD4rec86Ibh2AXEmKx-JCWWYUlvAIUE9fTs3Zn78sPv7lCsTcftfb60GJYTleMiJed5LIvEnWDsjI6bIm1T7TaO8A1IFsvlwCvGnifViv-sObv1hm3e6LrIaXTcJkmn-u2nnQN-YmyrVZ7fm4Vtt0OzgAIRDe1Jxq6QB0UfHFAWjYgkCcwmwkyT_PCET1hqLX_JAdz1rlVyrzSFd4tyqfO3TNu5MDUDp9fL_PeVp_ladXV-o7LtXk764n-ZHdNouLV8Zk27Zuy2ytKcSdcDujR0GZgZJhSrRSjFhtXAMbptTNCb3_3bnXgyHswdeT6MenSZuGGddCZovH9-0PUsWfxhYS3RZ_IjxC8F8AAAD__60f_YM
https://email.email.solarbuddy.org/c/eJxskklzgzgQhX8N3OICsfqgg4mtOOOQitd4cqGEFpAREhEC7H8_FTunqVy7u97r1_2RQlB4rT-bqjy0330dU_uG8u4QuBTyeRn7LHapbrFQkLVYyFmvJTblQOltpk312yv0pJjpa9EV9tYxKDXBVuhHnboM-kkUhkGcRLF7lyla1ve4Yj_uRxuF1XknntW7lzbqLTm_H3-n7mLa1sy4TI3CaNUyZWFnNB3Ij4Fbw9LjYZByjwCfhCDhkR_hyOclKb00TlPsCgg8EHmpF4EgAEE8i0rOo5QQn_IUUOo5ofdnNglra7veCRYOQA5A0zTNJFO4xaavsZRcD4rec86Ibh2AXEmKx-JCWWYUlvAIUE9fTs3Zn78sPv7lCsTcftfb60GJYTleMiJed5LIvEnWDsjI6bIm1T7TaO8A1IFsvlwCvGnifViv-sObv1hm3e6LrIaXTcJkmn-u2nnQN-YmyrVZ7fm4Vtt0OzgAIRDe1Jxq6QB0UfHFAWjYgkCcwmwkyT_PCET1hqLX_JAdz1rlVyrzSFd4tyqfO3TNu5MDUDp9fL_PeVp_ladXV-o7LtXk764n-ZHdNouLV8Zk27Zuy2ytKcSdcDujR0GZgZJhSrRSjFhtXAMbptTNCb3_3bnXgyHswdeT6MenSZuGGddCZovH9-0PUsWfxhYS3RZ_IjxC8F8AAAD__60f_YM
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Young students smiling with their JuniorBuddies

Hear from Lena about an event she hosted back in February this year,
raising awareness for energy poverty. We love the shared passion that our
partners, like Lena, have toward ending energy poverty. 

Watch here

https://youtu.be/nrQMPR_3WTY?si=H5kHZ6W9aWwDl_gT


Donate Here

Across July

2,000 solutions are on their way to Cambodia

Your support keeps the momentum
going. With your help, we can end energy
poverty and illuminate futures for more
communities around the world.

Distribution Updates

Inspired by these stories?

I’m endlessly inspired by the incredible support from our community.
Together, we’re not just lighting the way for children around the world—
we’re empowering them to dream, learn, and build brighter futures.

Thank you for being such an essential part of this journey. 

Elly Harris 
In-Country Impact Manager

Take a look at the regions we are so proud & privileged to
distribute lights to!

Check out Our Impact page!
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